


CAPE MAY NEW JERSEY   2018

RESEARCH VESSEL EXPLORER

CAPE MAY,  NEW JERSEY

In Memory of Bart Malone  1946 – 2017- RV Explorer Senior Team Member  



Discovery Team      July 4, 2018
Rusty Cassway
Brian Sullivan
Mike Dudas
Tom Packer



Team 2      August 2018
Tim Terrey
Steve Lagreca
John Copeland



Who Are We ?

Regular Working Family People Who Love 
Shipwrecks & The Sea 

- Telephone Workers
- Sheet Metal Workers
- Truck Builders
- Salesmen
- Auto Mechanics
- Writers
- Electricians
- Home Builders
- Electrical Contractors

Privately funded to fuel our passion



Exploring Shipwrecks and the Sea is our Passion

Takes Lots of Equipment and Dive Gear



Exploring Shipwrecks and the Sea is our Passion

Thousands of Wrecks off the USA East Coast



Exploring Shipwrecks and the Sea is our Passion

“A day on the Water with Friends”



Exploring Shipwrecks and the Sea is our Passion

“Feasting on the Bounty of the Sea”



Exploring Shipwrecks and the Sea is our Passion

“Preserving Maritime History”



Exploring Shipwrecks and the Sea is our Passion

“Spectacular Marine Creature Interaction”



Research Vessel Explorer-
Cape May,  New Jersey

-42’  ( 12.8M) 
-20 Knot Speed
-Diver Lift
-Compressor
-Side Scan Sonar

Cape May



We Dream of Finding Undiscovered Shipwrecks

-The ocean is a desert except for wrecks and obstructions

-Obstructions attract marine life, recreational fishermen and wreck 
divers

-Commercial fishermen try to avoid wrecks 



Scallop Fishermen AVOID Shipwrecks

Shipwrecks destroy fishing gear
Scallop Fishing is a $430m+ industry



-Scallop Dredges can hit wrecks and become lost



-We collected 29,000 obstructions from commercial fishermen
-Converted to Latitude / Longitude  ( GPS)





July 1, 2018 a list of “Secret Fishing 
Spots” was given to our team by a local 
fisherman.

Captain Bob Cope
Full Ahead Sport Fishing
Cape May, NJ



“Secret Fishing Spots “ were compared to our database



July 4, 2018
Heading South East
65 Nautical Miles



Diving into the Unknown 



Depth 188’   57 Meters

Port Boiler

Starboard Boiler

Engine

Steam Condenser







Lost Scallop Fishing Gear





Debris Field



Excavation with Scooter



Scallops



Machinery & Steam Pipes



Port Boiler



Starboard Boiler and Engine



Divers Decompress after Octavian Dive



Visitors during decompression





Plaque found here
Between engine and boiler









Land Based Team      
Gary Gentile
Hildrun Friederike Sommer



Six Ships Built in 1938 by Nylands Verksted



Reported location of Octavian    



1941 / 1942 Octavian Voyage Log



Reported Sinking Location
NORTH & EAST of Destination



Hildrun 
Friederike 
Sommer

Jorgen Johannessen
Maritime Museum Oslo



Octavian Confirmation of Identification



Octavian’s Original Contract



A Perfect Match



Octavian in Her Home Port of Bergen



258’ ( 78.6 M) Long
41’ ( 12.4M) Wide
1,345 Tons



Original Deck Plans



Unique Boiler Engine Configuration



17 Brave Sailors who were 
never seen again serving
the Allied War Effort



Who Sank 
Octavian?



German occupation of Norway begins 
April 9, 1940

Serving as a base to stop allied shipping

Secure iron ore shipments from Sweden



The Norwegian Shipping and Trade 
Mission (Nortraship) was established in 
London in April 1940

- Operated 1000 ships from London & New York

-Largest shipping company in the World

-Norwegian ships supplying war materials to Britain 
including fuel was cited as the FIRST great defeat to 
Germany and a turning point of the British War effort



December 7, 1941
War with Japan

December 11, 1941
War with Germany



Unternehmen Paukenschlag
“Operation Drumbeat”
Admiral Karl Donitz
Begins December 16, 1941

Only 5 U-boats of type IX long range 
class are ready to go to America

U-123, U-130, U-66, U-109 and U-125

Sent to USA East Coast and scheduled
To be on station by  1-13-1942



Octavian loaded with Sulfur
departs Galveston TX 
January 9, 1942

Uses:
-Gunpowder
-Rubber Vulcanization
-Sulfuric Acid
-Fertilizer
-Mustard Gas



January 9, 1942
A U-Boat heads WEST.

Ordered to be on station
and ready to fight by
January 13, 1942



Gary Gentile
Author & Shipwreck Expert

Lends his knowledge to solving 
the mystery of:

“Who Sank Octavian”



Gary Gentile
Shipwreck Expert

Finds Octavian & U-123 
References & footnotes



Warsailors.com  Website

-Octavian & U-123 Information

-Historical Mix Up



KTB  (Kriegstagebücher)

Working War Diary  of U-123
November 23, 1941 

Thru 
February 9, 1942

Captain Reinhard Hardegen



Hardegen’s Account of the Octavian Attack and Sinking



Land

U-123

Octavian: Heading 13° N

12:00 KTB Time (GMT +1)

Pre-Dawn

Complete Darkness

Clear Sky

Calm Seas

Initial Sighting  6:00 am Local Time



Land

U-123 Octavian

13:00 KTB Time (GMT +1)

Sunrise on 1-17-1942  7:16 AM

Entire attack was in the dark

Octavian sank immediately

No SOS call

Hardegen NEVER knew or 

identified his victim

Torpedo Attack- 7:00 am Local Time



Location of Attack



German Grid 
Navigation Chart

6 digits = Location
Within 6 Nautical Miles

CA5756



Wreck Location

Cape May 
New Jersey

CA5756



Grid 5756
6 NM  x 6 NM



Octavian
Location 2018

843 Yards from 
U-123 Position

January 17, 1942

Grid 5756







U-505
Chicago, IL

Type IX U-Boat



Unternehmen Paukenschlag
“Operation Drumbeat”
U -123 Victims



• 609 Ships were lost in this operation
• 3.1 Million tons of Allied ships destroyed
• Operation ends in August 1942 as US defenses and convoy        

use strengthened

Unternehmen Paukenschlag
“Operation Drumbeat”



Remembering Brave Sailors
Who Risked Everything



Bridging History and Nations

Making our Passion Count

Bringing Closure to Norwegian Families 



After 77 years Octavian’s Builder Plaque is now home in Oslo Norway 
where the journey began.

It will be on permanent display in the WWII section of the 
Norwegian Maritime Museum for future generations to see.

A lasting example of people working together for a greater good!



Special Thanks to our New Norwegian Friends

Families of Octavian Sailors

Staff of the Norwegian Maritime Museum

Linda Luna-Ruud

Jorgen Johannessen

Sven Ahrens

Per Gisle Galaen

Bjørn Tore Rosendahl of  Norwegian Center for War Sailing History

Siri Lawson of Warsailors.com

Hildrun F Sommer



RV Explorer



Thank You
In Memory of Bart Malone  1946 – 2017- RV Explorer Senior Team Member  


