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CAPE MAY NEW JERSEY 2018
RESEARCH VESSEL EXPLORER
CAPE MAY, NEW JERSEY

In Memory of Bart Malone 1946 —2017- RV Explorer Senior Team Member




Discovery Team  July 4, 2018
Rusty Cassway
Brian Sullivan
Mike Dudas

Tom Packer




Team 2 August 2018
Tim Terrey
Steve Lagreca
John Copeland




Who Are We ?

Regular Working Family People Who Love
Shipwrecks & The Sea

- Telephone Workers

- Sheet Metal Workers
- Truck Builders

- Salesmen

- Auto Mechanics

- Writers

- Electricians

- Home Builders

- Electrical Contractors

Privately funded to fuel our passion







Exploring Shipwrecks and the Sea is our Passion

Thousands of Wrecks off the USA East Coast

© Rustin Cassway 2016

© Rustin Cassway 2017 E e
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Exploring Shipwrecks and the Sea is our Passion

“A day on the Water with Friends”
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Exploring Shipwrecks and the Sea is our Passion
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Research Vessel Explorer-
Cape May, New Jersey

-42’ (12.8M)
-20 Knot Speed
-Diver Lift

-Side Scan Sonar




We Dream of Finding Undiscovered Shipwrecks

-The ocean is a desert except for wrecks and obstructions

-Obstructions attract marine life, recreational fishermen and wreck
divers

-Commercial fishermen try to avoid wrecks




Scallop Fishermen AVOID Shipwrecks

Shipwrecks destroy fishing gear
Scallop Fishing is a $430m+ industry
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July 1, 2018 a list of “Secret Fishing
Spots” was given to our team by a local
fisherman.

Captain Bob Cc
Full Ahead Spo
Cape May, NJ




(use chart 12211)
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“Secret Fishing Spots “ were compared to our database
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Diving into the Unknown




Depth 188’ 57 Meters Engine

Starboard Boile

Port Boiler . ' _ “ e

Steam Condenser
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Lost Scallop Fishing Gea
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Debris Field
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Excavation with Scooter
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Machinery & Steam Pipes
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Port Boiler
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Land Based Team

Gary Gentile
Hildrun Friederike Sommer




Six Ships Built in 1938 by Nylands Verkste

Number Ship Name Tonnage Build date FATE
335 RAVNEFJELL 1.339 brt 1/24/1938 sent to Africa in 1966 and renamed Altair
336 TABORFJELL 1.339 brt 3/22/1938 Sunk U-576 w/ 3 survivors 4/30/1942
337 ALHAMA 1,350 grt 5/10/1938 Sunk U-564 w/ 33 survivors 10/24/1941

Sunk U-203 w/ NO survivors 1/17/1942

338 OCTAVIAN 1.345 brt 7/1/1938 PO R e
339 NYCO 1.345 brt 8/30/1938 Soldin 1971
340 HEINRICH WIEGAND 1.432 brt 10/26/1938 Scrapped in 1968




Reported location of Octavian

Shipwreck location

Latitude: 45
Longitude: -60
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Octavian

World War II: The cargo ship was torpedoed and sunk in the Atlantic
== Norway Ocean (about (y 45°N 60°W) by U-203 (B Kriegsmarine) with the
loss of all 17 crew.150172]
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1941 / 1942 Octavian Voyage Log
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Octavian Confirmation of Identification

From: Jergen Johannessen <Jorgen.Johannessen@marmuseum.no>
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2018 8:19 AM

To: Rustin Cassway <rcassway@demount.com>

Subject: SV: Octavian?

Ole’s investigation concludes that your find must bee the Octavian. However, he would also like to check out ship engineering drawings when i
comes to the boilers and enginne. That task is tedious and both Ole and our librarian are not in the house before august.

Conclusion so far from the Norwegian Maritime Museum; you can safely conclude that you have found the Octavian!

Jorgen




Octavian’s Or




A Perfect Match




Octavian in Her Home Port of Bergen




. — COCTAVEANY 6221 /339~5
258’ ( 78.6 M) Long

41’ ( 12.4M) Wide
1,345 Tons

UOCTAVIAN®  6221/338~1
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Aboard Octavian when hiton 17 Jan 1942

You can click on any of the names for possible additional information

Name Age Rank Served on
s Berntsen, Peder Bernhard, Merchant Navy 34  Fireman Octavian +
= Bertinsen, Hermann Elias, Merchant Navy 41  Chief Officer/Radio Octavian +
Operator
ae Bruvik, Olav, Merchant Navy 46  Fireman Octavian +
= Dahl, Jens Ludolf, Merchant Navy 35 Master Octavian +
He Dale, Edvard, Merchant Navy 30 Able Seaman Octavian +
L Eftang, Lars Olsen, Merchant Navy 36 Able Seaman Octavian +
s Egholm, Johan Rosback, Merchant Navy 38 Second Engineer Octavian +
Officer
17 Brave Sailors who were = Fosse, Sigurd A., Merchant Navy 44  Chief Engineer Officer  Octavian +
never seen again serving = Mijelde, Hakon, Merchant Navy 29  Third Engineer Officer  Octavian +
the Allied War Effort = Mgns.e.n,.-ﬁgrgg-lqhan, Merchant Navy 43 Fireman | .Qc.t_@_v_fa_n +
= Nilsen, Olav Michael, Merchant Navy 34  Second Officer Octavian +
s= Olsen, Ole Peder, Merchant Navy 48  Steward Sarita, Octavian +
i Pedersen, Alf Aune, Merchant Navy 23  Ordinary Seaman Octavian +
£t Pott, Albert Leonard, Merchant Navy 28  Ordinary Seaman Octavian +
M=  Skarshaug, Konrad, Merchant Navy 23 Cook Octavian +
== Thomsen, Robert Nobel, Merchant Navy 27  Donkeyman Octavian +
s @stby, Erling Mareno, Merchant Navy 24  Ordinary Seaman Octavian +




Who Sank
Octavian>




German occupation of Norway begins f o
April 9, 1940

Serving as a base to stop allied shipping

© BNPS.CO.UK




The Norwegian Shipping and Trade
Mission (Nortraship) was established in
London in April 1940

- Operated 1000 ships from London & New York
-Largest shipping company in the World
-Norwegian ships supplying war materials to Britain

including fuel was cited as the FIRST great defeat to
Germany and a turning point of the British War effort
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Unternehmen Paukenschlag
“Operation Drumbeat”
Admiral Karl Donitz

Begins December 16, 1941

Only 5 U-boats of type IX Ic
class are ready to go to A

U-123, U-130, U-66, U-109

Sent to USA East Coast and
To be on station by 1-13-1
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January 9, 1942
A U-Boat heads WEST.

Ordered to be on station
and ready to fight by
January 13, 1942
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GARY GENTILE

Gary Gentile
Author & Shipwreck Expert

Lends his knowledge to solving
the mystery of:
“Who Sank Octavian”

.......

CEP PR

19/1100 am -

nk an ammunition ship, The Catalina was sunk at this
The Octavian was reported missing after Jan.16th in this area,

3 21 nf the Dimitrios G.Thermiotlis was overheard by both U 86 and U
the Dimitrios G.Thermiotis, but rather the Frances Salmar

3L Lack
indland) and was reported missing after Jan.21st.




Gary Gentile
Shipwreck Expert

Finds Octavian & U-123
References & footnotes

" down-load torpedoes to his stern room in case he should find a worthwhile ship on

* Including one ship sunk on the duck U-147, Hardegen’s confirmed sinkings were eleven ships
for 60,787 tons. Owing to the vivid and precise description of the sinkings of the two “unidentified”
ships for 8,000 tons in Hardegen’s log, Gannon was persuaded to credit them. An American researcher,
Edward R. Rumpf, suggests that those two ships could have been the 1,300-ton Norwegian Octavian
and the 5,300-ton Panamanian Olympic, whose loss has been attributed to another U-boat.

T With these two sinkings, Hardegen’s claimed score for the patrol rose to ten ships for 66,135

tons, t.he best patrol in recent memory. The final, confirmed score was seven ships for 46,744 tons, not
founting the two “unknowns.”

From: gary@ggentile.com <ggentile@ptd.net>

Sent: Friday, July 06, 2018 9:43 AM

To: Rustin Cassway <rcassway@demount.com>

Cc: Brian Sullivan <thermoclinedive@yahoo.com>; Michael Dudas <mdudas@MYGLASSTRUCK.COM>; Tom Packer <trpacker7
gary gentile <gary@ggentile.com>

Subject: Re: Mystery Solved- Confidential

Rusty (and all) - | forgot to mention that | have a copy of the log of the U-123. It is written in German (naturally), but | can reac
vessels that he attacked and identified. Some attacks were made on vessels whose names he did not know. Does anyone have
someone who can translate German to English?

Gary Gentile

500 Lehigh Gorge Drive
Jim Thorpe, PA 18229
252-394-6974
gary@ggentile.com



Warsailors.com Waebsite

-Octavian & U-123 Information

-Historical Mix Up

Final Fate - 1942:

Octavian left Galveston on Jan. 9-1942 and was estimated to arrive St. John, N.B. on the 18th, but did not make it to her destination. She
disappeared with 16 Norwegians and the Canadian Ordinary Seaman Albert Leonard Pott on board.

After the war it was claimed that she had been torpedoed and sunk by U-203* (Miitzelburg) on Jan. 17 off Cape Race, New Foundland, and if
this is correct, it would indicate her destination was St. John's. N. F., but Page 2 does state she was bound for St. John, N.B. Note, however,
that David Sibley. a visitor to my website, has done extensive research on this incident and has come to the conclusion that it must have been
U-123/Hardegen that sank Octavian on Jan. 17. She was on a course 13° at the time, carrying a cargo of sulphur and wood resin, and sank in
less than a minute, having been hit on the port side. The attack is described in a quote from Hardegen's KTB included in Michael Gannon's
"Operation Drumbeat": the victim of his attack was originally claimed to be the American San José, but this ship was later lost in a collision
with the American Santa Elisa.




Captain Reinhard Hardegen

KTB (Kriegstageblicher)

Working War Diary of U-123
November 23, 1941
Thru
February 9, 1942

Aot e e

: B G.Heon 1K M1y

Detum | Angade des Ortes, Wind, Wetter,
und Eeegong, Sclenditung, Sidtigleil
Ubryeit der Qujt, Diondidein ufwm.

Borfommuiffe

Krie

Copies to:

Boatmade 5 x

2 S W “Hds.
2nlage %u 1/58 ﬂ;@

Geheime Rommandofadhel

1 8 B2

gstagebuch 7th War Patrol

Kommandant: Kapitinleutnant Hardegen
Beginning: 23 November 1941
Ending: 9 February 1942

All times: MESZ/CEST
All positions: Marine Quadrant.

THIS DOCUMINT W
ADMIRALTY PROPERTY
AND TS RAGSTIMD MUMIER 1

P G/sam/e;mo

MO MARX OF ANT K'ND SHOULD 8E MADE
ON IT, BUT ANYZ (°C SSARY ANNOTA 1ONS
SMO' LD B: M O 1T LA ON TH  WO\.
RECORD OR ON » 5. A*ATE S4CL] OF 7,
QUOTING THE RRGETIRID NUMIR

e

2x0KM. SK1.U.

1xBdU.

1 x2.A d.Uboote

1x 2. U.-Flotille

1 x Boot. (handwritten Original)

© U-boat Archive 2014 - all rights reserved




13.01

Hardegen’s Account of the Octavian Attack and Sinking

CA 5756 Total: 140 nm
To date: 4048 nm
Submerged: 124 nm ¥

Starboard ahead a light. Go for it! After a short time I can recognize a freighter of
approximately 4000 GRT. 4 hatches, heavily loaded. He only shows a lamp on the first
mast and darkened position lights. Course 13°, speed 11 knots. Unfortunately dawn is
breaking. While overtaking I get a bit too close. On the spur of the moment I cross his
bow at a distance of 600 meters, prepare the last stern torpedo and get myself into the
dark horizon.

CA 5756 NW 2, 0/10, Sea 1- Fired stern torpedo. Target angle 90°, distance 750

2, Vis. 5 nm meters. Running time 57 seconds. A very heavy
detonation, strong, dark black smoke plume. Hit
bridge. The steamer sinks immediately. As the smoke
from the detonation cleared, only the masts were still
visible above the water, and shortly thereafter
sank. Water depth of 45 meters. I depart at maximum
speed eastwards because the day is dawning and I need
some more water under our keel during the day. Due to
calm seas and a cloudless sky I decide to stay on the
surface to reach Cape Hatteras fast where according to
radio messages the shipping crosses.




12:00 KTB Time (GMT +1)

Pre-Dawn
Complete Darkness
Clear Sky

Calm Seas

Initial Sighting 6:00 am Local

Land

Octavian: Heading 13° N




13:00 KTB Time (GMT +1)
Sunrise on 1-17-1942 7:16 AM

Entire attack was in the dark
Octavian sank immediately
No SOS call

Hardegen NEVER knew or

identified his victim

Torpedo Attack- 7:00 am Loc

Land
m o
U-123 Octavian




Location of Attack

Lo 8 \-u..l\uae. YY ax2

bow at a distai
dark horizon.

CA 5756 NW
2, Vis. 5 nm

13.01



Fir die Novigierung nicht 2u benutzen

German Grid
Navigation Chart

6 digits = Location
Within 6 Nautical Miles

CA5756
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U-123 bottom left CA5756
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The German Type IXB U-boat

Displacement: 1,051/1,178 tons.

Armament: one 4.1-inch, one 3.7-cm, and one
2-cm gun, plus six torpedo tubes with 22

torpedoes, or six torpedoes and 42 mines.

Speed: 181/73 knots.

Range: 8,700 miles at 12 knots/64 miles at 4 knots.
Length: 251 feet. Beam: 227 feet.

Draught: 15 feet.

Complement: 48.




U-505
Chicago, IL

Type IX U-Boat




Unternehmen Paukenschlag
“Operation Drumbeat”

U -123 Victims

# Date KTB Time Position Ship Tons Nationality

1 12-Jan-42  01.49-02.18 41°53'N, 63°48'W CYCLOPS 9,076 British

2 14-Jan-42  08.34-09.29 40°23'N, 71°16'W NORNESS 9,577 Panamanian

3 15-Jan-42  09.41-09.59 40°23'N, 72°44'W COIMBRA 6,768 British

4 17-Jan-42 9.41 40°21'N, 72°46'W  OCTAVIAN 1,345 Norwegian

5 19-Jan-42 5.16 36°05'N, 75°16'W  NORVANA 2,677 American

6 19-Jan-42 9.09 35°23'N, 75°16'W  CITY OF ATLANT/ 5,269 American

7 19-Jan-42  10.34-12.44  35°29'N, 75°16'W MALAY (damage: 8,206 American

8 19-Jan-42 12.01 35°25'N, 75°23'W  CILTVAIRA 3,779 Latvian

9 25-Jan-42  17.57-20.33  35°05'N, 54°04'W CULEBRA 3,044 British

10 27-Jan-42  02.03-03.45 35°59'N, 50°12'W PAN NORWAY 9,231 Norwegian
Total Tonnage 58,972




Unternehmen Paukenschlag
“Operation Drumbeat”

e 609 Ships were lost in this operation

e 3.1 Million tons of Allied ships destroyed

e Operation ends in August 1942 as US defenses and convoy
use strengthened




Remembering Brave Sailors

Who Risked Everything

Crew List - No survivors:
Casualties
T T T T T T
Captain 1st Mate 2nd Mate Able Seaman Able Seaman Ordinary Seaman
Jens L. Dahl Herman Bertinsen Olaf N. Nilsen Lars Eftang Olsen Edvard Dahle | Alf Aune Pedersen
: i OrdinaryTSeaman f . ; : 1 . 1
Ordinary Seaman ATbeit I oonard Poti® 1st Engineer 2nd Engineer 3rd Engineer Donkeyman
Erling Ostby | ; Sigurd Fosse Johan Rosback Egholm| Haakon Mjelde |Robert N. Thomsen
(Canadian)
$ § § § +
Stoker Stoker Stoker Steward Cook
Olaf Brudvik Peder Berntsen |Seren Johan Monsen Ole Peder Olsen Konrad Skarshaug




Bridging History and Nations

Making our Passion Count

Bringing Closure to Norwegian Families



After 77 years Octavian’s Builder Plaque is now home in Oslo Norway
where the journey began.

It will be on permanent display in the WWII section of the
Norwegian Maritime Museum for future generations to see.

A lasting example of people working together for a greater good!

ek .

il

ou 15 THE EXPLORERS OF THE DEEP

—— Greg Masi '\




Special Thanks to our New Norwegian Frie

Families of Octavian Sailors

Staff of the Norwegian Maritime Museum
Linda Luna-Ruud

Jorgen Johannessen

Sven Ahrens

Per Gisle Galaen

Bjorn Tore Rosendahl of Norwegian Center for War Sailing
Siri Lawson of Warsailors.com

Hildrun F Sommer



LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK!

RV Explorer




Lost 1942 -— Found 2018

Thank You

In Memory of Bart Malone 1946 —2017- RV Explorer Senior Team Member




